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than normal hazard to persons using such stairways. Pitch, risers and
treads of exit stairs shall conform to the requirements of the Build-
ing lxits Code of the National Fire Protection Association and amend-
ments thereto.
E'very room shall be connected directly to a corridor or an outside
exit and shall have doors and corridors of sufficient width to allow
the f,-ce removal of patients.
All doors or exits used as fire exits shall swing in the direction
of exit travel when making egress from the building. All required
outside exit doors shall be equipped with latches which may be opened
readily from the inside without the use of keys or any special knowl-
edge or effort.
Doors from patients' rooms and wards shall not be equipped with
other than a lock which may be opened from either side without the
use of a key or any special knowledge or effort, except in nursing,
chronic, convalescent, rest, and alcoholic homes for which restrictions
specifically stated in those sections pertaining to such hospitals shall
be followed.
Halls, corridors and all other means of egress from the building
shall be maintained clear and free of fixed obstructions.
Each hospital building shall have exits marked with approved il-
luminated signs bearing the word "EXIT" in letters at least four
inches high.
All hallways, stairs and other means of egress shall be adequately
lighted at all times.
In each hospital building, exterior ramps with a slope of not more
than one in eight shall be installed from the first floor to the grade
to serve all portions of the building where bedridden patients are or
may be placed. The width of all ramps shall be not less than four
feet clear of all obstructions except handrails.
Where greater than normal fire or other hazard exists, additional
exit facilities, ramps, fire separations, enclosures, etc., may be required
to the extent that reasonable fire safety is provided.
d. Fire Alar;n
There shall be provision for notifying the local fire department im-
mediately in case of fire by direct alarm.
A system of warning occupants and employees of fire or other
emergency shall he provided in all buildings.
e. Existing Facilitics
Existing buildings not more than one story in height, or with 25
beds or less, may have their use continued for hospital purposes by
complying with the above provisions of these regulations. Such hos-
pitals are exempted from the requirements of the remainder of this
sub-section "e" if construction or alteration was completed before
July 1, 1949.
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